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WIDENING CULTURAL HORIZONS THROUGH THE PERFORMING ARTS. 

BY- BIGELOW, LOIS M. 

MERCED COUNTY SCHOOL OFFICE, CALIF. 

PUB DATE JUN 67 

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.25 HC-$1.76 44P. 

DESCRIPTORS- BANDS (MUSIC), CULTURALLY DISADVANTAGED, 

CONCERTS, ^CULTURAL ENRICHMENT, DANCE, ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, 
»!«FINE ARTS, INSTRUCTIONAL TRIPS, INSTRUCTIONAL IMPROVEMENT, 
MUSIC, MUSIC EDUCATION, ❖MUSIC ACTIVITIES, MUSIC TECHNIQUES, 
NURSERY SCHOC'LS, OPERA, PRIVATE SCHOOLS, SECONDARY SCHOOLS, 

THE MERCED COUNTY SCHO«DLS OFFICE, MERCED COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA, BROUGHT TO ITS SCHOOLS A PROGRAM OF PLANNED LIVE 
PERFORMANCES. A TOTAL OF 127,575 STUDENTS FROM 21 ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS, 6 SECONDARY SCH'DOLS, 5 PRE-SCHO«OL CENTERS, AND 6^ 
PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS ATTENDED PROGRAMS. THE 25 PERFORMING GROUPS 
INCLUDED BALLET DANCERS, CHOIRS, BANDS, ORCHESTRAS, AN 
AMERICAN INDIAN DANCE GROUP, DRAMA GROUPS, JAZZ AND DANCE 
ensembles, and solos, the project evaluation, CONDUCTED BY A 
PROFESSIONAL EVALUATION TEAM FROM SAN FRANCISCO STATE 
COLLEGE, CONCLUDED THAT THE PROJECT (1) WAS EDUCATIONALLY 
SOUND, (2) WELL COORDINATED, (3) PROVIDED A BALANCE OF 
different types of performing groups, and (4) PROVIDED FOR 
GCOD PERFORMER-LISTENER RAPPORT. (SF) 
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ARRANGEMENT OF AN ORGANIZED PROGRAM. Pre-requisites for various grade levels based on sound educational principles were established. 
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. . The DEMONSTRATION stage promotes an awareness of useful innovations which enables local agencies to examine the feasibility of these innova- 
tions, to understand the factors affecting their use, and to consider how they might be adapted to particular needs.” (PACE Manual, p. 2) 
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National Conference on Education of Disadvantaged, p. 47. Merced County. The child who thought the theatre meant going to a movie 
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